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General regulations 

His Majesty the King of Sweden is the Grand Master of the Royal Orders of 
Knighthood.  

Everyone who has made personal contributions for Sweden or for Swedish 
interests can have honours conferred upon them within the Royal Orders of 
Knighthood by decision of H.M. The King as Grand Master, on the 
government’s recommendation. 

The person on whom a distinction has been conferred receives a letters patent of 
the Order signed by the Grand Master and carrying the seal of the Royal Orders 
of Knighthood. 

The seal of the Order shows the crowned Lesser State Arms surrounded by the 
collar of the Order of the Seraphim and encircled by the inscription Sigillum 
Ordinis Equestris Seraphinorum. 

The costs for insignia and the letters patent are paid from Swedish public funds. 
The costs for designing a coat of arms of the Royal Order of the Seraphim are 
met by the Royal Orders of Knighthood. 

All orders shall be returned to the Royal Orders of Knighthood on promotion to 
a superior rank, or upon the death of the recipient. The order decoration, name 
and date of birth of the recipient shall be sent by registered mail to the Chancery 
of the Royal Orders of Knighthood. The details of the person to whom 
acknowledgement of receipt of a returned order is to be sent must also be 
included. If desired, the Royal Orders of Knighthood can also send a picture, 
free of charge, of the returned order decoration along with the acknowledgement 
of receipt. In countries abroad, the insignia may be returned through a Swedish 
Embassy or Swedish Consulate. 
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The Royal Order of the Seraphim 

The Royal Order of the Seraphim is conferred upon members of the Swedish 
Royal House and, by recommendation of the government, chiefly upon heads of 
state or individuals of equivalent status in connection with state visits. 

The order has only one class, known as Knight since 2023. The order insignia 
are the cross of the order worn pendant from a collar or a pale blue ribbon, and 
the star, which is worn on the left side of the chest. 

The decoration consists of a white-enamelled golden cross, in the centre of 
which is a dark blue medallion bearing the monogram ‘IHS’ – Iesus Hominum 
Salvator (Jesus, Saviour of Mankind). Emerging above the H is a Latin cross, 
surrounded by three open crowns and with three nails underneath, crowned with 
a closed crown. Between the arms of the cross are golden seraphim heads. 

The collar consists of eleven seraphim heads (winged angel heads) in gold, 
alternating between eleven blue, gold-mounted patriarchal crosses joined 
together with gold links. The collar can be conferred upon Knights of the Order 
of the Seraphim as a special mark of honour, and is not automatically included 
upon conferral. For example, it can be conferred upon a head of state during a 
second state visit if the Order of the Seraphim has previously been conferred in 
ribbon-mounted form. 

The star is an eight-pointed silver cross, in the middle of which is a dark blue 
medallion bearing the monogram ‘IHS’. Between the arms of the cross are 
golden seraphim heads (in 2005 the colour of the medallion was changed from 
pale blue to dark blue, and the seraphim heads were changed from silver to 
golden). 

When the order is conferred upon a Knight, proposals for a heraldic coat of arms 
are submitted to the Chapter of the Orders to be painted. In Sweden, these coats 
of arms are painted during the bearer’s lifetime but are only hung in 
Riddarholmen Church posthumously. This practice differs from that of the 
United Kingdom and Denmark, where the coat of arms is hung immediately in a 
dedicated chapel. 
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A selection of coats of arms belonging to living Knights and Members is 
displayed in the Hall of the Order of the Seraphim to mark this lasting tradition. 
On the day of the funeral of a Knight or a Member of the Order of the Seraphim, 
a special ceremony is held. 

Fig. 1. The Collar of the Order of the Seraphim. 

Fig. 2. Ribbon and star for gentlemen (left) and ladies (right). 
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The Royal Order of the Sword 

The Royal Order of the Sword was instituted in 1748, and is conferred upon 
military personnel who have made personal endeavours for Sweden or for 
Swedish interests. 

The insignia of the order is the decoration worn on a collar or on a yellow ribbon 
with blue edges. 

The cross is a white-enamelled golden cross with a dark blue medallion bearing 
the three crowns of the order and an upright sword, crowned with a closed 
crown. Between the arms of the cross are open crowns. 

The collar consists of alternating blue-enamelled antique helmets on pelte 
shields and swords with scabbards. The collar can be conferred upon foreign 
citizens as a special mark of honour. 

For the two highest classes of the order, the star is also worn on the left side of 
the chest. The star is an eight-pointed silver cross, at the centre of which is a 
dark blue medallion bearing three crowns and an upright sword. 

The classes are: 

1. Commander Grand Cross
2. Commander, First Class
3. Commander
4. Knight, First Class
5. Knight

The order includes the Cross of the Sword and the Medal of the Sword, 
instituted in 1850. 

As a special honour, which can only be conferred when Sweden is at war, King 
Gustav III instituted a rank of distinction in 1788, which was subsequently 
divided into two classes: Knight Grand Cross, First Class and Knight Grand 
Cross. 
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In 2023, in connection with the Honours Reform, the War Cross of the Order of 
the Sword in gold, silver and bronze instituted in 1952 (but never conferred) was 
changed to the Military Cross of the Order of the Sword in gold, silver and 
bronze. They are conferred for personal valour in conflict. 

Fig. 3 and 4. Commander Grand Cross and Commander, First Class of the Order of the Sword. 

Fig. 5, 6 and 7. Knight, First Class; Knight and the Cross of the Order of the Sword. 

5



The Royal Order of the Polar Star 

The Royal Order of the Polar Star was instituted in 1748, and is intended to 
recognise personal endeavours for Sweden or for Swedish interests, particularly 
within public activities, as well as the successful performance of public tasks 
and duties. 

The insignia of the order is the decoration worn on a collar or a black ribbon 
(with the black representing the darkness of ignorance that the (Polar) star seeks 
to pierce). Conferrals between 1975 and 2022 on foreigners and stateless 
individuals had a pale, medium-blue ribbon with yellow edges. 

The decoration is a white-enamelled golden cross with a dark blue medallion 
bearing the motto of the order, ‘Nescit occasum’ (It knows no decline), crowned 
with a closed crown. Between the arms of the cross are open crowns. 

The collar consists of alternating crowned dark blue monograms and white Polar 
Stars. The collar can be conferred upon foreign citizens as a special mark of 
honour. 

For the two highest classes of the order, the star is also worn on the left side of 
the chest. The star is an eight-pointed silver cross, at the centre of which is a 
silver Polar Star. 

The classes are: 

1. Commander Grand Cross
2. Commander, First Class
3. Commander
4. Knight, First Class
5. Knight

The order includes the Cross of the Polar Star instituted in 2023, and the Medal 
of the Polar Star instituted in 1986. 

The Medal of the Polar Star can be conferred with a special clasp for valour, for 
the staff of civilian government agencies serving in armed conflict. 
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Fig. 8 and 9. Commander Grand Cross and Commander, First Class of the Order of the Polar Star. 

Fig. 10, 11 and 12. Knight, First Class (in rosette ribbon for ladies); Knight and the Medal of the Order 
of the Polar Star. 
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The Royal Order of Vasa 

The Royal Order of Vasa was instituted in 1772 by King Gustav III to recognise 
merits in a number of areas in which the Order of the Sword and the Order of 
the Polar Star could not be considered. Today, it is conferred in recognition of 
personal endeavours for Sweden or for Swedish interests, particularly within 
private-sector activities, as well as the successful performance of public tasks 
and duties. 

The insignia of the order are a cross worn on a collar or a green ribbon, and the 
star, worn on the left side of the chest. 

The decoration is a white-enamelled golden cross with a golden vase-shaped 
sheaf surrounded by a red border, with the inscription 
‘GUSTAF.D.III.INST.MDCCLXXII’ in gold, crowned with a closed crown. 
Between the arms of the cross are open crowns. 

The collar consists of alternating Vasa sheaves, nettle leaves and crowned 
shields bearing the lesser national coat of arms. Each shield is flanked by two 
crossed caduceus and two crossed cornucopias. The nettle leaves allude to the 
fact that the founder’s father, King Adolf Fredrik, was descended from Holstein. 
The collar can be conferred upon foreign citizens as a special mark of honour. 

For the two highest classes of the order, the star is also worn on the left side of 
the chest. The star is an eight-pointed silver cross, at the centre of which is a 
silver vase-shaped sheaf. 

The classes are: 

1. Commander Grand Cross
2. Commander, First Class
3. Commander
4. Knight, First Class
5. Knight

The order includes the Cross of Vasa and the Medal of Vasa, instituted in 1895. 
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Fig. 13 and 14. Commander Grand Cross and Commander, First Class of the Order of Vasa. 

Fig. 15, 16 and 17. Knight, First Class (in rosette ribbon for ladies); Knight and the Cross of the Order 
of Vasa (in rosette ribbon for ladies). 
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Wearing Swedish Orders and Decorations 

A Knight of the Order of the Seraphim and a Commander Grand Cross of the 
Order of the Sword, the Polar Star or Vasa wears the insignia on the collar of the 
Order, when such has been conferred, otherwise on a broad ribbon worn over 
the right shoulder to the left hip. The star is worn on the wearer’s left side. 

Clergy wear the insignia of the Order of the Seraphim and a Commander Grand 
Cross of the Order of the Sword, the Polar Star or Vasa on a ribbon around the 
neck. The star is worn on the wearer’s left side. 

A lady Knight of the Order of the Seraphim and a Commander Grand Cross of 
the Order of the Sword, the Polar Star or Vasa wear the insignia in a narrow 
ribbon worn over the right shoulder to the left hip. The star is worn on the 
wearer’s left side. 

Commanders First Class and Commanders wear the insignia of Order of the 
Sword, the Polar Star or Vasa in a ribbon around the neck. Lady Commanders 
First Class and Commanders of the Order of the Polar Star or Vasa wear the 
insignia in a rosette ribbon on the left shoulder. The star is worn on the wearer’s 
left side. 

Knights, First Class; Knights and Crosses or Medals wear the insignia of Order 
of the Sword, the Polar Star or Vasa in a ribbon on the wearer’s left side of the 
chest. Lady Knights, First Class; Knights and Crosses or Medals wear the 
insignia of Order of the Polar Star or Vasa in a rosette ribbon on the wearer’s 
left side of the chest. 
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Fig. 18 and 19. Commander Grand Cross over the shoulder with star. 

Commander is worn around the neck (for gentlemen and military ladies) and in a rosette at the 
shoulder (for ladies). The same applies for Commander First Class with star. 

Knight, First Class; Knight, Cross and Medal are worn by gentlemen on the left side of the chest (not 
on the lapel), 2 cm above the breast pocket (no pocket square), and by ladies in a rosette on the left 

side of the chest, under the rosette for Commander, First Class or Commander.
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